Olaf Will Allison
October 12, 1914 – August 28, 2006
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Olaf Will Allison was born in Catlin, Illinois on October 12, 1914 to Dr. Otis Wood Allison and Lillian Benson. While his father was a native of Indiana (as was his paternal grandmother Minerva Daniel), his grandfather, William Henry Allison, was also a native of Illinois having been born and raised, and married in Vermilion County. Lillian (Benson) Allison was likewise a native of Illinois, being born in Fairmount to Olof Christopher Benson and Mathilda Ellison, they being natives of Sweden. He received his elementary and high school educations in Danville, Illinois. He attended and received his undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois in 1936. Dr. Allison received his medical degree from Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia in 1940. He served an internship at the University of Indiana, and in late 1941, he entered the United States Air Force during World War II as a flight surgeon. While he served a short tour of duty in Africa, most of his service time was spent in England. While thus serving his country, he received the Air Force Air Medal (The Air Medal is awarded to any person who shall have distinguished himself by meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight). Upon his discharge in 1945, he went to Denver, Colorado for a one-year refresher internship in general medicine. In March of 1947, he moved to Boulder to join the Boulder Medical Group as the fifth man in a two-man office, and thus became involved in the initial and succeeding discussions involving the formation of a new and larger physician group. In 1958, Dr. Allison took a leave of absence to enter a two-year residency in anesthesiology. In 1960, he elected to relocate to Denver, where he practiced until the 1980’s.
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He is survived by his wife, Marlene, and family from his first marriage: Daughters, Elizabeth (Bruce) Bethke of Coeur D’Alene, Idaho and Molly Allison of Falmouth, Massachusetts;  Sons, Olaf Will Allison, Jr. (Jackie) of Salcha, Alaska and Chris (Jane) Allison of Salt Lake City, Utah, 7 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.
